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CA Essentials for Childhood

• Child maltreatment prevention initiative that uses 
a social determinants framework. 

• Partnership between the California Department 
of Public Health, Safe and Active Communities 
Branch, and the California Department of Social 
Services, and Office of Child Abuse Prevention. 

• Work with several partners and initiatives 
including First 5 California, ACEs Connection, 
Center for Youth Wellness, Department of Justice, 
and Department of Education among others.



Solar O, Irwin A. A conceptual framework for action on the social determinants of health. Social 
Determinants of Health Discussion Paper 2 (Policy and Practice), World Health Organization 2010
http://apps.who.int/iris/bitstream/10665/44489/1/9789241500852_eng.pdf?ua=1

Conceptual Model 
Social Determinants of Health

http://apps.who.int/iris/bitstream/10665/44489/1/9789241500852_eng.pdf?ua=1


Source: Alexander S., Wright R., and Klevens J. Presentation to California Essentials for Childhood 
Leadership Action Team; CDC Essentials Site Visit to Sacramento, CA; September 1, 2015. 

Substance abuse 
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CA Essentials for Childhood (Cont.)

• Vision: All California children, youth, and their 
families thrive in safe, stable, nurturing 
relationships and environments. 

• Mission: To develop a common agenda across 
multiple agencies and stakeholders to align 
activities, programs, policies, and funding so that 
all California children, youth, and their families 
have safe, stable, nurturing relationships and 
environments. 
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CDC Essentials Goals

• Raise awareness and commitment to promote 
safe, stable, nurturing relationships and 
environments to prevent child maltreatment.

• Use data and best practices to inform solutions.
• Create the context for healthy children and 

families through social norms, systems change, 
and program improvements.

• Create the context for healthy children and 
families through policy. 
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Collective Impact Process

• CA Essentials for Childhood has adopted a 
collective impact approach to build upon, 
collaborate and align existing efforts to 
promote child and family wellbeing. 

• Dynamic approach to promote cross-sector 
collaboration to address the complex 
societal problem of child maltreatment. 



California Department of Public Health

Collective Impact Domains 

• Backbone function
– Organizational capacity to convene and 

coordinate initiative partners. 

• Common agenda
– Shared understanding of the problem and 

vision for change. 

• Continuous communication
– Focused on consistent communication and 

building trust among partners. 
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Collective Impact Domains (Cont.)

• Shared measurement
– Focused on collecting data, measuring results, 

and performance management.

• Mutually reinforcing activities 
– Coordination of partner activities through a 

joint plan of action. 



California Department of Public Health

CA Essentials Governance Structure



California Department of Public Health

Outline of Data Activities

• Data work advanced through the Shared 
Data and Outcomes Workgroup.

• Started by collecting information on high 
level social determinants indicators.

• Narrowed down scope of work to focus on 
Adverse Childhood Experiences (ACEs) and 
existing data indicators focused on child 
and family wellbeing. 
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High Level Indicator Selection

• Created matrix of potential common data 
indicators by sector and life course related 
to child and family wellbeing.
 Indicators selected from American Human 

Development Index, Child Opportunity Index, 
and Robert Wood Johnson Foundation, etc. 
 150+ indicators was too many to start with.  



Prenatal & 
Pregnancy

Birth &
Perinatal

Early Childhood 
(0-5)

Middle 
Childhood Adolescents

Post-High 
School/ 

Workforce

Entire Life 
Course

Health Increase in teen parenting 
education coverage Universal access 

to care 4, 9

Childhood Injury9, 10

Increase in 
trauma-informed 

care

Vaccination Rates

Teen pregnancy*, 1, 9, 10

Prenatal care usage10

Low birth weight babies*, 9, 10

Home Visiting Coverage*, 1

Parents- Intimate Partner Violence*, 1, 2

Breastfeeding1
Postpartum care

Universal Developmental Screening Access2

Contraception Access1

*Adapted from FSG’s Potential Key Metrics for Essentials for Childhood Initiative: Life Course and Issue-Based Overlay

Health Insurance Coverage6, 9

Dating violence*

Obesity*, 5, 9

Access to care through health/medical home*, 4, 9

Toxic stress

ACEs Score*, 5

Physical Activity

Older pregnancy* Infant 
Mortality*, 5, 10

Smoking*, 5, 7, 9

Risky Sexual Behavior*

Health 
Outcomes*

STDs*, 9

Life Expectancy*, 

1, 3, 9

Pregnancy complications*

Asthma*, 5, 10

Autism*

Hospitalization Rates for Mental 
Health and Substance Abuse*, 1

Planned/wanted baby*

DRAFT
California Essentials for Childhood Initiative: Matrix of Data Indicators 

Potential Common Indicators by Sector and Life Course
Health

*Data Committee
1 CDC Presentation based on WHO Social Determinants Framework
2 Washington State Essentials for Childhood
3 American Human Development Index
4 Child Opportunity Index
5 Let’s Get Healthy, Healthy Beginnings
6 Portrait of Promise, Office of Health Equity
7 Indicators used by Health in all  Policies
8 Public Policy Institute of California, California Poverty Measure
9 Robert Wood Johnson Foundation County Health Rankings
10 California Index of Child and Youth Well-Being
Outlined in red   Indicators included in initial  matrix draft
Outlined in black   Indicators added since initial matrix draft

Smoking during pregnancy*

Quality of care9

Child/Youth Death Rate10

Youth Suicide Rate10

Self-inflicted injury hospitalization10



Prenatal & 
Pregnancy

Birth &
Perinatal

Early Childhood 
(0-5) Middle Childhood Adolescents Post-High School/ 

Workforce Entire Life Course

Social 
Determinants

*Adapted from FSG’s Potential Key Metrics for Essentials for Childhood Initiative: Life Course and Issue-Based Overlay

Children living in poverty (e.g. California Poverty Measure)*, 1, 4, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10

Living wage*, 1, 7

Family Income*, 3

Homelessness*, 1, 2

Food Security*, 1, 6, 7

Housing (e.g. Percentage of Households that can afford a median-price dhome)*, 2, 6, 9, 10 

Law Enforcement relations

Racism*, 6 

Built environment

Connectedness

Immigration

Segregation (Dissimilarity Index)*, 7

Concentrated Disadvantage 1

Income inequality 1, 6, 7, 9

Racial inequity 1, 6, 7 

Perceived discrimination 1

Gender wage inequity 1, 6

Odds of reaching top if born into bottom 1

Inclusionary zoning1

State laws supportive of children and families1

State EITC/Child Tax Credit1

Unemployment4, 7, 9 *Data Committee
1 CDC Presentation 
based on WHO 
Social Determinants 
Framework
2 Washington State 
Essentials for 
Childhood
3 American Human 
Development Index
4 Child Opportunity 
Index
5 Let’s Get Healthy, 
Healthy Beginnings
6 Portrait of 
Promise, Office of 
Health Equity
7 Indicators used by 
Health in all  Policies
8 Public Policy 
Institute of 
California, California 
Poverty Measure
9 Robert Wood 
Johnson Foundation 
County Health 
Rankings
10 California Index of 
Child and Youth 
Well-Being

DRAFT
California Essentials for Childhood Initiative: Matrix of Data Indicators 

Potential Common Indicators by Sector and Life Course
Social Determinants
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Kidsdata.org Partnership

• Worked with Kidsdata.org to add three unique 
sources of Adverse Childhood Experiences 
(ACEs) data onto their website, creating a new 
Child Adversity and Resilience data topic: 
– Behavioral Risk Factor Surveillance System (BRFSS) 
– Maternal and Infant Health Assessment (MIHA)
– National Survey of Children’s Health (NSCH)



BRFSS ACES Module 
• Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) 

health-related telephone survey that collects 
state-level data about United States residents.

• ACEs Module adapted from Kaiser Permanente 
ACEs study in late 1990s. 

• Asks adults to reflect on their childhood 
experiences from ages 0-17. 

• Questions on topics such as mental illness, 
substance abuse, incarceration, parental 
separation or divorce, and abuse.



MIHA Childhood Hardships

• Annual population-based survey of 
postpartum women with a recent live birth 
(age ≥ 15). 

• Asks women to reflect on their childhood 
hardships prior to age 14. 

• Questions focus on foster care placements, 
economic hardships, and household 
dysfunction. 



NSCH CAHMI
• Collected by National Center for Health Statistics 

in partnership with CDC. 
• Asks parents about the current adverse 

experiences of their children ages 0-17. 
• Uses a set of family, economic, and community 

adversity indicators to ascertain ACEs exposure.
• Most direct population-based survey measure of 

current child adversity included in the 
Kidsdata.org topic. 



Data Source Comparison 
ACEs Measured By: BRFSS MIHA CAHMI

Physical abuse X
Sexual abuse X
Verbal abuse X
Physical neglect X
Emotional neglect X
Family member with mental illness/depression X X
Family member with alcohol/substance abuse issues X X X
Family member/parent in prison X X X
Witnessing mother being abused X X
Loss of parent due to separation/divorce X X X
Death of parent X
Extreme economic hardship X X

Witness of neighborhood violence X
Treated unfairly due to race/ethnicity X
Removed from the home by the court or child welfare agency X
Didn’t have an adult who believed in her and she could count on to help X



Childhood Adversity and 
Resilience Topic on 

Kidsdata.org





Goal 
To promote the health and well being of children in 
California by providing an easy to use resource that 

offers high-quality, wide-ranging, local data to those 
who work on behalf of children.

ABOUT KIDSDATA

Accurate

Timely

Accessible Relevant

Objective

Actionable



ABOUT KIDSDATA.ORG

Over 550 IndicatorsOver 50 Data Sources

Established in 2004

Over 55 Topics

REGIONS:
National

State
County

City
School District

Legislative District

DEMOGRAPHICS:
Race/Ethnicity

Gender
Income Level

Age
Special Needs



ABOUT KIDSDATA.ORG

Find
Understand

Use
Share



EXPLORING ACES 
IN KIDSDATA

What 
proportion of 
children have 
experienced 
two or more 
adverse 
conditions?

What proportion of adults 
experienced physical abuse 
as children?

What is the prevalence 
of childhood hardships 
among postpartum 
women ages 15 to 19?



Kidsdata.org 
Snapshots















































Kidsdata.org Activities (Cont.)

• Essentials county-level dashboards with 
existing data indicators from Kidsdata.org to 
be used by our community and EfC partners. 
 Online surveys were administered to Shared Data 

and Outcomes Workgroup, Steering Committee, 
and select community partners to rank indicators 
by life course category. 

http://www.ccfc.ca.gov/default.html


Essentials Priority Indicator 
Selection Survey 

http://www.ccfc.ca.gov/default.html


Ranking Criteria 

• Administrative Criteria:
 Start with available/existing data on Kidsdata.org 

for this initial phase.
 Indicators selected for ranking are relevant to our 

CDC Essentials for Childhood grant that uses a 
social determinants framework.
 Reliability/quality of the data source and indicator. 

http://www.ccfc.ca.gov/default.html


Ranking Criteria (Cont.)

• Content Criteria:
 Actionable or preventable. 
 Asset-based or resiliency focused.
 Causal/logic model link indicators to outcome.
 Non-duplicative indicators.
 Collective impact oriented.
 Indicator of high burden.
 Indicators describing high risk. 

http://www.ccfc.ca.gov/default.html


Indicators by Life Course
• Early/Middle Childhood

• Availability of child care for potential 
demand

• Children ages 3-5 not enrolled in 
preschool or kindergarten

• Annual cost of child care
• Young children whose parents read 

books with them
• Students proficient in third grade 

reading

• Adolescents
• Students completing high school
• Total community assets (student 

reported)
• Students reporting depression-

related feelings
• Bullying/harassment in the past year

• Child Life Course 
• Children in poverty
• Child abuse and neglect reports
• CalFresh participation
• Households with a high housing cost 

burden
• Children/youth without health 

insurance coverage
• Domestic violence calls for assistance 

(maybe)

• Pregnancy and Birth
• Teen births
• Preterm births
• Breastfeeding of newborns
• Infant mortality rate



SAMPLE DASHBOARD 1



SAMPLE DASHBOARD 2



SAMPLE DASHBOARD 3



Questions? 
Marissa Abbott, M.P.H.
California Department of Public Health 
Marissa.Abbott@cdph.ca.gov

Gail Kennedy, M.P.H.
ACEs Connection 
gailkennedy.aces@gmail.com

David Dodds, Ph.D., M.P.H. 
First 5 California 
ddodds@ccfc.ca.gov

Lori Turk-Bicakci, Ph.D. 
Lucile Packard Foundation for Children’s Health
Lori.Turk@lpfch.org

mailto:Marissa.abbott@cdph.ca.gov
mailto:gailkennedy.aces@gmail.com
mailto:ddodds@ccfc.ca.gov
mailto:Lori.Turk@lpfch.org
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