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•  Discuss the appropriateness of using CLASS in DLL classrooms
•  Share how researchers are currently using and supplementing 

the CLASS tool in DLL-focused studies
•  Discuss the alignment of CLASS and DLL teaching strategies
•  Share Teachstone’s efforts to support observers and teachers 

in DLL classrooms
•  Learn what additional support we might provide

Today’s Objectives 



1.  What do we know about effective 
approaches with DLLs? 

2.  How does the CLASS function as an 
observational tool for classrooms 
with DLLs? 

3.  Is the CLASS sufficient for use with 
DLLs? 



1. Effective Approaches with 
DLLs 

Curriculum and Instructional Practices
•  Supportive and organized environment

•  Positive teacher-child Interactions

•  Opportunities for peer interactions

•  Strategic use of first language

•  Explicit vocabulary instruction

•  Assessment in first and second languages

•  Small-group and one-to one activities

Program Characteristics

•  Process quality

•  Structural quality

Teacher Knowledge and Skills
•  Structural aspects of language development

•  Culture and its link to language development

•  Effective instructional practices for DLLs

•  Effective assessment for DLLs

•  Teacher’s role 

Family Engagement

Defining and Measuring Quality in Early Childhood Practices that Promote Dual Language Learners’ Development 
and Learning (Castro, Espinosa, Paez, 2011)



Key Findings From DLL Research 
Syntheses* 

1. Teaching children to read in L1 promotes achievement in L2.

1.  Language of instruction

2.  Transfer of literacy skills

2. Typical components of effective instruction generally apply to 
English learners, as well – “Good quality is good quality.”

3. Accommodations are necessary, primarily due to language 
limitations.

* Based on Goldenberg (2008) summary of the findings from the National Literacy Panel and Center for Research on 
Education, Diversity, and Excellence (CREDE)



2. CLASS functioning for classrooms with DLLs 
 

Study examined the psychometric properties of 
CLASS with DLLs:

Observations of Teacher-Child Interactions in Classrooms 
Serving Latinos and Dual Language Learners: Applicability of the 
Classroom Assessment Scoring System (CLASS) in Diverse 
Settings

Jason Downer, Michael López, Kevin Grimm, Aki 
Hamagami, Carollee Howes, & Robert Pianta

Na#onal	Center	for	Research	on	Early	Childhood	Educa#on	(NCRECE)	&	
Na#onal	Center	for	La#no	Child	&	Family	Research	



Two Primary Research 
Questions: 

1.  Are CLASS dimensions replicated across either classrooms with 
different compositions of Latino children and/or classrooms with 
different compositions of dual language learners?

2.  Are CLASS-observed emotional, organizational & instructional 
support similarly predictive of children’s social, math & literacy 
outcomes for Latinos & DLLs?



Study Overview 

•  Data from National Center for Early Development and 
Learning’s (NCEDL) Multi-State Study of Pre-
Kindergarten & the NCEDL-NIEER State-Wide Early 
Education Programs Study. 

•  At the time, these 11 states served approximately 80% of 
U.S. children who attended state pre-k programs.

•  CLASS observations of teacher-child interactions were 
conducted in 721 state-funded pre-k classrooms. 

•  Direct assessments & teacher ratings of social, math & 
literacy outcomes were collected for randomly selected 
children in each classroom (n=956). 



Research Question #1: 

Are CLASS dimensions replicated across either classrooms with 
different compositions of Latino children and/or classrooms with 
different compositions of dual language learners?
 
The findings revealed that CLASS was measuring the same 
constructs, related to quality of teacher-child interactions, 
regardless of proportion of DLL children across classrooms. 



Research Question #2: 

Are CLASS-observed emotional, organizational 
& instructional support similarly predictive of 
children’s social, math & literacy outcomes for 
Latinos & DLLs?



Research Question 2 Findings: 

Language/ 
Literacy 

Skills 

 
Letter 

Naming 

 
Math Skills 

 
Competence 

 
Problem 

Behaviors 

Emotional 
Support 

Classroom 
Organization 

Instructional 
Support 



Summary of Study Findings 

•  CLASS functions equally well in classrooms with large #s 
of DLL children, as in those with fewer DLLs*

•  CLASS predicts children’s outcomes across domains, 
similarly for DLLs & monolingual children**
•  Instructional Support: Spanish & English vocabulary learning 

for all DLL children, & greatest relationship for those with low 
English at the beginning of the year.

•  Emotional Support: More Spanish instruction predicts higher 
math and reading.

*Downer et al., 2012

**Burchinal et al., 2012; Downer et al., 2011; Hindman & Wasik, 2013, 2015



3.  Is the CLASS Sufficient for use 
with DLLs? 

Although the study supports the use of CLASS as an overall measure of 
classroom quality, there are some areas of potential strengthening.

Where are the gaps? 

What else may be needed for a comprehensive approach to program 
quality measurement? 

•  Many observational measures (e.g., CLASS, ECERS, etc.) were not 
specifically designed to address targeted DLL issues.

•  Challenge of classroom level vs. individual level ratings (also 
subgrouping issues) - the average rating.

•  Overall quality vs. quality related to specific DLL instructional 
practices



Are there things that CLASS® 
does not measure? 

Yes. While effective interactions are critical and form the 
foundation for children's school success, they are only one 
piece of an effective early childhood program. CLASS® does 
not measure other important components of high quality 
teaching and learning such as the curriculum used, the process 
of the ongoing assessment of child progress, or individualized 
teaching.

http://eclkc.ohs.acf.hhs.gov/hslc/hs/sr/class/use-of-class.pdf



Taking a closer look at an 
indicator: Scaffolding  

The CLASS measures whether teacher engage in scaffolding and to what 
extent (depth/intensity & frequency/duration). For a teacher to 
intentionally and effectively scaffold a child, so much additional 
information is needed: 

•  An	understanding	of	the	language	con#nuums:	English	&	Home	language	
•  Knowledge	of	“where”	each	child	is	along	the	con#nuum		

•  Assessments	are	needed	
•  An	understanding	of	DLL	specific	strategies	
•  Ability	to	differen#ate	instruc#on		



•  CLASS-reliable DLL Subject Matter Experts

•  Cultural and linguistic appropriateness 
focus in training & coaching models 

•  Investing in Research

•  Partnering in large-scale studies

•  Partnering in policy efforts

Teachstone Actions to Address 
these Gaps: 



•  Use a certified CLASS observer
•  Use bi-or multilingual coders (language match)
•  Inquire about…

•  the	cultural	and	linguis#c	background	and	
experiences	of	the	teacher	and	children		

•  the	language	approach	of	the	classroom/center		
•  Use a supplemental tool

•  CLASS	+	Approach		

Recommendations for Using the 
CLASS Measure with DLLs 



A few DLL 
Specific 

Measures  

2009 National Center for Research on Early 
Childhood Education (NCRECE) Leadership 
Symposium “Investigating the Classroom 
Experiences of Young Dual Language Learners” & 
related publication “Dual Language Learners in the 
Early Childhood Classroom”

•  ELLCO-Addendum for DLLs 
•  Classroom Assessment of Supports for 

Emergent Bilingual Acquisition (CASEBA, 
NIEER 2005) 

•  Language Interaction Snapshot (LISn) 
•  Observation Measures of Language and 

Literacy (OMLIT)-Quality of Instruction 
in Literacy and Language (QUILL) 



Current Research  

Data collected & Data Analyses Phase

Teachstone’s first Emerging Scholars Research Grant 
Lisa White, PhD Candidate, University of Miami 

CLASS & CASEBA collected simultaneously in 38 Head Start preschool 
classrooms in Miami-Dade 
English & Spanish Language; Executive Functions; & Science (N = 420)

Grant Awarded & Planning Phase 

Foundation for Child Development Early Scholars Grant 
Carola Matera, PhD, California State California Channel Island

CLASS, CASEBA & Inventory of DLL practices in 100 Head Start preschool 
classrooms in California & Miami-Dade 
English & Spanish Language; Kindergarten Readiness (N = 600+)

ACF OPRE National Study Migrant Seasonal Head Start Study
Michael Lopez, Phd; Sandra Barrueco, PhD; Abt Associates 

CLASS & ELLCO Addendum for DLLs
Child Outcomes with a focus on language and literacy



Overall Summary: Implications & 
Recommendations for Program, Policy & 

Research 

•  Clearly an emerging field of study, with much more 
work that still needs to be done.

•  Very few existing observational measures for 
preschool settings have strong psychometric 
properties.

•  Stakeholders at all levels must continue to support 
the development of psychometrically-sound 
assessments.

•  Especially critical that measurement development 
work is responsive to the increasing diversity of 
preschool classrooms, especially given the move 
towards statewide quality rating systems.



Overall Summary: Implications & 
Recommendations for Program, Policy & 

Research 

•  Preschool observational measurement development 
work needs to take into account variability in:

•  Classroom linguistic composition,

•  Heterogeneity in DLL/ELL children’s linguistic abilities,

•  Teacher & assistant teacher’s background characteristics,

•  The linguistic “match” between children & teachers,

•  Broad ELL programmatic & policy context,

•  How explicit, formalized & intense the program’s ELL 
curricular emphasis,

•  The fidelity of implementation of ELL instructional 
activities within classroom.



1.  How are the CLASS and DLL teaching 
strategies aligned? 

2.  What is the Teachstone Content 
Team doing to support observers 
and teachers in DLL classrooms? 

3.  How else might we support you? 
 



Winter 2015 DLL Discovery 
Project 

11 1-hour semi-structured interviews with:
Teachers, Coaches, Observers, Administrators

experienced working in or observing DLL classrooms. 

To learn about: 

•  Interviewee’s experiences working with dual-language learners and 
their teachers

•  Classroom implementation of DLL-specific strategies

•  Concerns about CLASS Observation and DLL-specific strategies

•  PD resources for teachers of dual language learners

•  Engaging families of dual-language learners



Key Observer Findings  

•  DLL-specific guidance around CLASS coding 
needed

•  Confusion about how to sort interactions in DLL-
specific strategies

•  Questions around Language Modeling and 
Concept Development



Key 
Teacher
& Coach 
Findings 

•  English/Spanish setting is most 
common for our users

•  English-Only Observers

•  Language Barriers

•  A need for more DLL-specific PD

•  A need to see how DLL strategies 
and CLASS align



Aligning CLASS & DLL Teaching 
Strategies 

 

What? Who? Where? 
Curriculum  
Standards 
Materials  

Training and education 

STRUCTURE	  

How? 
Implementation 

Interactions 
Relationships 

PROCESS	

 
 

Children’s learning and 
development 

OUTCOMES	



DLL-Focused Structures 

•  Classroom Language Models

•  Linguistically-representative materials

•  Family engagement

•  Small group and 1:1 activities



Aligning the Pre-K Dimensions 

•  Positive Climate

•  Teacher Sensitivity

•  Regard for Student Perspectives

•  Instructional Learning Formats

•  Concept Development

•  Quality of Feedback

•  Language Modeling 



Video Activity 



 
myTeachstone  
Video Series 
for Teachers 

•  English/Spanish bilingual

•  Modeled after other 
myTeachstone videos

Video Content will:

•  ID DLL teaching strategies

•  Align to CLASS 
dimensions

•  Prompt teachers to apply 
strategies in their practice

•  Companion PDF



Moving Forward 

What other challenges do the teachers, coaches and 
observers you work with face in working in 
classrooms with DLLs?

How could Teachstone support you further?



Q&A 



Stay in Touch!  

Teachstone!  
WEBSITE: www.teachstone.com
	
BLOG: www.teachstone.com/blog
	
Phone: 866.998.8352
	
Email: contact@teachstone.com

Veronica Fernandez: vfernandez17@gmail.com
Campbell Buie: campbell.buie@teachstone.com
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